The creation, operation and future of HE in FE partnerships - conference paper companion resource: organisations, initiatives and fora providing HE in FE partnerships with support
The information detailed below was gathered in the production of ‘The creation, operation and future of HE in FE partnerships’ paper presented at the conference, ‘HE in FE culture and experience: a partnership perspective, Warwick, 30th - 31st March 2009.  It has been made available to illustrate the wide variety of stakeholders involved in supporting English HE in FE partnerships. 
	Organisation
	Type of Support
	Role in HE/FE Partnerships

	Department for Innovation, Universities and Skills (DIUS)

http://www.dius.gov.uk/ 


	Policy

Strategy


	Strengthen the capacity, quality and reputation of the Further and Higher Education systems and institutions (http://www.dius.gov.uk/mission.html) 

	Universities UK (UUK)

http://www.universitiesuk.ac.uk/AboutUs/Pages/About-Us.aspx 
	Policy

Good Practice
	Provide members with foresight on policy issues to help them shape their policy agendas.

Encourage and share good practice.

	Higher Education Funding Council for England (HEFCE)

http://www.hefce.ac.uk/ 
	Funding

Policy
	Fund the operation of the partnerships.

Develop partnership related policies and code of practice. 

	Learning Skills Council (LSC)

http://www.lsc.gov.uk/
	Funding
	Applies evidence and data on quality to inform planning and funding decisions (DFES, 2006).

LSC HE strategy’s four key themes of participation, partnership, progression and provision will be taken forward.

	Regional Development Agency [England]

http://www.englandsrdas.com/ 


	Funding

Co-ordinator 
	Funding to LSCs for the development of HE/FE programmes (e.g. Foundation degree) http://www.hefce.ac.uk/Regions/priorities/ne/ds/neperspect.ppt#11 

Co-ordinator of initiatives and programmes at the regional level (e.g. AimHigher, National Technology Institute &skills development, etc.) (SEEDA, 2003)

	Foundation Degree Forward (FDF)

http://www.fdf.ac.uk/ 
	Foundation Degree

Progression
	Support strategic partnerships between HEIs and FECs that provide progression routes into and from foundation degrees (Foster, 2005). FDF now has strong focus on workforce development.  

	Association for Collaborative Provision of HE in FE in England (ACP) funded by HEFCE

http://www.acp.ac.uk/a/StartPage.aspx 
	Forum
	Provide a forum where HEIs and FECs can share and discuss good practice relating collaboration through indirect funding arrangements (HEFCE, 2006).

	GuildHE

http://www.guildhe.ac.uk/ 
	Forum

Dissemination 

Professional Support
	Dissemination of good practice.

The support for theory and practice of HE governance.

	Higher Education Academy (HEA)

http://www.heacademy.ac.uk/

	Dissemination
	Identify and disseminate good practice in indirect funding relationships and key factors which contribute to the success of such partnerships (HEFCE, 2006).

	The Council of Validating Universities (CVU)

http://www.cvu.ac.uk/p2.shtml

	Disseminate Good Practice

Facilitate networking
	Identify and promote good practice in collaborative validation.



	Joint Information Systems Committee (JISC)

http://www.jiscinfonet.ac.uk/programmes/he-in-fe 


	Research

Resources
	Resources for HE in FE programme.

Useful outputs from JISC MLE Lifelong Learning Programme include:

· Cross-institutional Provision

http://www.jiscinfonet.ac.uk/infokits/cross-institutional-provision
· Supporting Learners across the Educational Landscape

http://www.jiscinfonet.ac.uk/infokits/supporting-learners 

	Mixed Economy Group

www.hero.ac.uk 


	Widening Participation
	Provide a voice for a group of FECs that have HE provision, committed to widening access and participation in HE provision

(http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200203/cmselect/cmeduski/425/3022608.htm0 

	Association of Colleges (AoC)

www.aoc.co.uk 


	Development of pathways to higher vocational education and training
	Support colleges to work alongside HEIs to provide learners and the industry, access to higher level vocational skills.



	Quality Assurance Agency (QAA)

http://www.qaa.ac.uk/
	Academic Quality and Standards
	Define academic quality and standards for HE.

	Train to Gain HE

http://www.traintogain.gov.uk/ 


	Framework

Skills Broker
	The Train to Gain framework provides guidance to FECs for the provision of integrated high level vocational training in the workplace (DFES, 2006). 

	University Vocational Awards Council (UVAC)

http://www.uvac.ac.uk/0101.html 
	Champion
	Champion vocational learning in HEIs and FECs.

	The Council for Industry and Higher Education (CIHE)

http://www.cihe-uk.com/index.php 
	Champion
	A high level partnership between leaders in the industry, universities and colleges.

A powerful champion of effective business-higher education relations so as to enhance global competiveness.

	Learning and Skills Improvement Service (LSIS)

http://www.lsis.org.uk/LSISHome.aspx 


	Champion
	LSIS brings together the work of the Quality Improvement Agency (QIA) and the Centre of Excellence in Leadership (CEL) to create a new sector-led organisation that will provide a centre of expertise in improvement leadership and innovation for the further education system.
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